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On Saturday, May 18, the activities surrounding the WVGS Seminar: “On-Line Genealogy:      

Tracking Your Ancestors Through Space” kept the  Oakley Auditorium at Ivy Tech’s Terre Haute 

Campus hopping.  If you were not in aQendance, you missed a most interesting, informative and 

fun filled day.  If you were a participant, I am confident you would aQest to a day well spent. 

The seminar presentations by Dan Poffenberger and the interactive webinar with Thomas 

MacEtee provided all of us in aQendance with some new ideas and approaches to utilizing the 

internet for genealogical research.  The internet is a powerful tool for genealogists, and as we 

learned at the seminar, most of us are just skimming the surface of its potential. 

It’s important to send out a huge THANK YOU to the education commiQee and all those who 

volunteered their time and energy to help make the seminar happen.  Planning an event like this 

is a tedious task with a seemingly endless list of details that have to be dealt with.  The planning 

was terrific and seminar came off flawlessly.   

There are more good things scheduled in the coming months so make sure to read this newsleQer 

carefully to take full advantage of the meetings, classes and trips that are being planned. 

”BRICK WALLS” 
A Presentation by Carol Montrose 

 

 Monday, July 8, 2013 - 6:15-8:30 p.m. Vigo County Public 

Library—Rooms A, B & C.  Doors open at 5:45 p.m. 

A Note from Mike 
Mike Lewman, WVGS President   mblewman@yahoo.com 

When doing genealogical research on your family, there are times when you feel like you have hit 

a “brick wall”.  No maQer what you try, you cannot seem to find that next piece of information 

you need to help complete your family history. 

Carol Montrose is a nationally known speaker who can provide ideas on how to circumvent the 

brick wall.  Carol has extensive experience in genealogical research and study, having published 

several books on the topics. 

At the July 8, 2013, WVGS meeting aQendees can expect to learn several  different means and 

methods to enable going around, over or through brick walls.  The presentation Montrose says 

“will help aQendees find ways to continue their  investigative journey to uncover their roots”. 
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2013 WVGS Public Programs and         

Educational Forums 

Monday, September 9, 2013 

“Capturing the Souls of Indiana-                                                      

Celebration of our Overlooked Cultural Heritage” 

Presented by John Bower 

Tuesday, November 5, 2013 

ʺUsing Y-DNA to Enhance Genealogical Research” 

 Tim Phipps, WVGS Trustee 

Monday, December 9, 2013 

“WVGS Annual Meeting and Holiday Party” 

Presented by WVGS Board 

Monday, August 12, 2013  

“How to Research Southern and Eastern States” 

Presented by Robert Johnson 

Monday, October 14, 2013 

“DearMYRTLE: 7 Habits of Highly  Effective  Genealogists” 

(Live Webinar) 

TRIPS 

• 2013 Federation of Genealogical Societies Conference and 

Allen County Library.  August 21-23.  Allen County Li-

brary, Ft. Wayne, IN. 

• Trip to  Clay County Genealogical Society at Centerpoint, 

Indiana.  Saturday, September 21, 2013. 

NOTE:  Please register on-line at www.inwvgs.org or call 

Jennifer Cruse at 812-235-9762 

CLASSES 

• Legacy User Group. Third Thursday of the month.  Two 

sessions: 2:00-4:00 pm and 6:00-8:00 pm. 

• Beginning Genealogy Class.  Six (6) consecutive Wednes-

days, March and April. 

• Beginning LUG Classes.  Five (5) consecutive Wednes-

days in May. 

Recently, Linda Gregory (back) joyously presented Vikki      

Sordean (Left) and Sandy Hayes with plaques acknowledging 

their leadership of the Historical Preservation CommiQee effort 

to scan and archive historic Vigo County Records.  To date over 

13,000 records have been scanned and are now available for 

viewing on ISU’s “Visions and Voices” web site:                      

visions.indstate.edu. 

 WVGS Bus Trip to Allen County           

  Public Library 
   Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

• Visit the Allen County Public Library or aQend the 

FGS Conference 

• Wednesday, August 21 - Friday, August 23rd 

• Bus Fee: $85.00 each person for a 29 passenger bus 

• Hotel: $129.00 per night plus tax - 2 nights, up to 4 

people per room. 

Donʹt be left behind, register now for this trip on our 

website at: www.inwvgs.org under Events and            

Registrations.  

 For questions, call Linda Malooley at 812 238-2415. 

If you don’t recount your family history, it will be lost.    

Honor your own stories and tell them too.  The tales may not 

seem very important, but they are what binds families and 

makes each of us who we are. 

— Madeleine Engle 

They Just Keep on Scannin’ 
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Look for Hidden Family Trees question like “I never knew he had a brother” or “I never      

realized that was her second marriage”? Probably fairly often. 

It really pays to look at obituaries. Not only does it provide 

clues about the deceased, it also can often provide excellent 

leads about the family of the deceased.  

Wouldn’t it be nice if someone had already wriQen out your 

family tree? It would certainly speed up the process of tracing 

your ancestors if you already knew who was related to 

whom. 

In fact, most families already have published family trees; it 

is just not recognized as such. That’s because most people 

expect to see family trees in a certain format. When it is    

presented in a different format, people often do not recognize 

it. 

Where do you find these hidden family trees? Try looking at 

an obituary. An obituary can provide a wealth of information 

about families, not just information about the deceased. 

 This is because most obituaries can be divided into two 

parts. The first part talks about the deceased and the second 

part often talks about the family of the deceased. 

Obituaries really are an underappreciated source of infor-

mation for someone trying to construct their family tree. A 

surprising number of people researching their ancestors  

carefully study statements about the deceased and then give 

only a cursory glance to the names of family members listed 

in the obituary.  

However, a listing of immediate next of kin in an obituary 

can provide an excellent base for creating a family tree. This 

is because obituaries often list parents, brothers, sisters,    

nieces, nephews, children and grandchildren. A typical    

obituary lists two or three generations of a family. 

Even though the information in an obituary is not laid out 

like a family tree, it serves the same purpose. Obituaries have 

other advantages for someone looking to construct a family 

tree: 

• Obituaries tend to be fairly accurate and complete as they 

are usually wriQen by a close family member. 

• Obituaries are one of the few documents where family  

secrets are laid to rest. Often family connections that are not 

revealed when a person is alive (such as the presence of a 

black sheep in the family) are laid bare in an obituary. How 

many times have you read an obituary and asked yourself a 

1st Gen 

2nd Gen 

Father & Brother 

War of 1812 Vets 

3rd Gen 

Types of Information Available in Obituary. 

Source:  Portion of the obituary of Andrew Cook made available from his 

great, grandson, Mike Lewman. 

Source:  Article made available through “GenealogyInTime” on-line       

magazine. 
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In the late 1800’s, the river was not only a necessity for 

some, but for “those of means” it became a place of         

recreation.  One place of recreation was the steamboat.   

Part 2: Down the River To …… relax 
Contributed by Vikki Sordean 

On August 6, 1880, a steamboat was christened “Diana”.  

The steamer and property were valued at $2,000 and The 

Diana Hunting and Fishing Club was formed with stock 

being issued. 

Those owning stock in the Diana were John Williams, E.R. 

Bryant, C. Waddle, E.W. Ross, F.C. Crawford, J.F. Gulick, 

R.W. Rippetoe and W.R. Jeffers.  (20 shares of stock valued at 

$100.00 each). 

Williams and Bryant owned the majority of shares, 6 and 7 

shares.  Williams was the Captain of the steamer and J.F.  

Gulick was the secretary. 

Diana’s first trip began on November 3, 1880, with all the 

members of the club aboard except Rippetoe.  Jim (col.), cook 

and Chas. Kluick, fireman, employees were aboard making 

up a total of nine. 

The first round trip began at the Vandalia RR Bridge and 

went to Coon Creek south of St. Francisville and back. The 

trip lasted 13 days with the men hunting quail, squirrel, duck and 

woodcock.  

Diana ran aground several times coming and going, and Crawford 

fell overboard head first. 

Names of places visited on their journey included: 

Sources:  Sullivan County Community (WVVV) for journal, and Sullivan Co., Public  Library for 

Lower end of 9 mile island 

York 

Nite’s ferry 

Cox’s ferry 

Rocky bar 

Sycamore 

Goose bar 

Hackberry 

Shaker ldg. 

State line stone 

Hutonville  

Horseshoe 

Strain’s ripple 

Merom 

Russellville 

Big Creek  

Darwin ferry 

Vincennes 

Aurora ripple 

Pruro’s landing 

Mouth of Embarras  

Chenoweth’s 

Narrows RR bridge 

C &V. RR bridge 

Devil’s elbow 

Palestine ldg. 

St. Francisville 

Coon Creek 

In Memoriam 

It is with a heavy heart that we share the news 

of Deneta Campbellʹs death on Thursday, May 

2, 2013.   Deneta has been such an important 

part of our society since the beginning.  She 

was a  charter member of WVGS and was   

always willing to volunteer on commiQees.   

Deneta was part of the hospitality commiQee 

and shared her cooking skills with our       

members by bringing delicious snacks for the 

programs.  She was also willing to share her recipes when asked 

and they are some of our favorites.  

Still wanting to learn more, she was an active participate with the 

Legacy Users Group, which meets monthly, aQended all of the 

programs and educational events and had registered for our May 

18 seminar.  She was such an inspiration to all and an amazing 

lady. Denetaʹs smile and warmth will be sadly missed by all who 

knew her.   

Her complete obituary can be found in the Terre Haute Tribune 

dated May 3, 2013. 
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Cook Book to be Published 
Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

Weʹre going to be published!  The Wabash Valley Genealogy Society is in the     

process of collecting recipes from all members in order to publish ʺour ownʺ    

cookbook.   

This is the time to share some of those wonderful recipes that have been in the 

family for years; handed down from your mother, grandmother, etc. or new    

recipes that you enjoy making and eating. The only way we can succeed with this 

project is with your help!  

We are asking for each of you to send 3 to 5 of your favorite recipes.  The          

categories in the cookbook include:  Appetizers and Beverages, Soups and Salads, 

Vegetables and Side Dishes, Main Dishes, Breads and Rolls, Desserts, Cookies 

and Candy and the last category is called ʺThis and Thatʺ, which would include 

recipes that donʹt fit in one of the other categories.  

When deciding on which recipes to submit, it would be nice to receive recipes in 

several different categories, so that we donʹt end up with all desserts, casseroles, 

etc. Your name will be published, along with your recipes.  If we receive some 

identical recipes, we would include the names of both members submiQing them.  

Since this book represents our society, we have included a ʺNOTEʺ section which 

will appear at the boQom of your recipe.  The note section helps to personalize 

your recipe. It can include anything other than directions, ingredients, contributor names, serving size or recipe titles.                

Notes cannot exceed 4 lines of text (about 375 characters).  

Some examples of notes would be; ʺThis recipe has been in the family for 100 yearsʺ, ʺMakes a great breakfast drinkʺ, ʺMy grand-

mother Devonald brought this recipe with her from Walesʺ or whatever would make this recipe more personal.  Notes are not re-

quired and you may not want to use them with some recipes. 

When submiQing the recipes, we ask that you print clearly, include all ingredients and instructions, along with baking tempera-

tures and time, if applicable. We will be proofreading each recipe and if we have any questions, will call you regarding the recipe. 

                                                                       Email your recipes to:  jensker@msn.com    OR 

                                                                  Mail your recipes to:   WVGS cruse  

                                                                                                          2145 S. Co=rell Ln. 

                                                                                                          Terre Haute IN 47802 

  

We plan to produce a high quality cookbook,  3 ring binder style,  complete with our members great recipes and personal notes, 

along with information regarding our society. These cookbooks will make wonderful holiday gifts and keepsakes at a cost of only 

$15.00 each.   

Recipes must be submiQed no later than Monday, July 22, 2013 but we would prefer them as soon as possible, so that we have time 

to type the recipes in the format required and proof them.  We hope you share our enthusiasm in this project and will participate 

with us!  
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Can you fill in any of the blanks? 

Woodsmall, Grantham & Jewell.  July 4, 1923 
Contributed by 

Front Row on the Ground: 

1. __________________ 

2. __________________ 

3. __________________ 

4. John Woodsmall, son of Elias (tih)____ 

5. Evelyn Woodsmall, dau of Elias (tih) 

6. Thelma Irene Grantham Harris 

7. Fern Elizabelle Grantham Blubaugh 

8. ___________________ 

9. ___________________ 

10. ____________________ 

11. ____________________ 

12. ____________________ 

13. Roy Jewell (tih) _______ 

14. Levi Jewell (tih) ______ 
 
Second Row Si=ing in Chairs: 

15. _______________ 

16. _______________ 

17. _______________ 

 

18. Frances Downs Grantham     
Woodsmall died 13 June 1924 

19. OPM Grantham (tih) _________ 

20. Ike Woodsmall (tih)? _________ 

21. Uncle Dunny Woodsmall (tih) ____ 
 
Third Row Standing: 

22. OQo Jewell 

23. Edith Hester Smith Jewell 

24. Mammie Jewell (tih) __________ 

25. _________________ 

26. _________________ 

27. Zora McDaniel Woodsmall, gave all 
E & E Grantham babies first bath 

and first kiss 

28. Ernest Leo Gramtja, 

29. Guy Grantham 16 yrs ols (tih) _____ 

30. Ralph Woodsmall (Zora & Dunny) 

(tih) __________ 

31. Orville (Skinney) Woodsmall (tih) 

__________ 

32. ___________________ 

34. __________________ 
35. Nona Jewell (tih) ____________ 

36. Child??? 

37. _________________ 

38. Nona Jewel (tih) _____________ 

39. _________________ 

40. _________________ 

41. Elizabeth CharloQe Watson Gran-

tham (Grandma Grantham, tih) 

Back Row Standing: 

42. Edith Woodsmall, wife of Chas 
(tih) _______________ 

43. _______________ 

44. Pauline Woodsmall, dau. Of Chas 

(tih) 

45. Dorothy Woodsmall, dau of Chas 

(tih) 

46. Mazie Euleta Taft Grantham 

47. ________________ 

48. ________________ 

49. ________________ 
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One of the most enjoyable things about our genealogy research 

is when we can find a distant cousin with whom to share our 

family research.  One way to accomplish this is by posting 

your surnames on genealogy surname registers, such as 

RootsWeb. Another way is to publish your surnames in a soci-

ety newsleQer.  

In this issue and future ones, we will print some of thesur-

names being researched by members of WVGS, or their family 

members. Let’s hope some connections will be made!  

If you would like any information on the above surnames or 

would like to contact the researcher, send an email to Jennifer 

Cruse at jencruse@msn.com (show WVGS in subject line). 

Sandra Cannaday - Price, Land, Shirley, Poynter/Pointer, Ste-

phens, Fowler, Stevens, Boatman, Corby, Freed, Rush, Fowler, 

Tisdale, Holmes, Rhea, Davis, McGrannahan.  

Frank Walraven - Walraven, Sharp, Ellis, Keller, Squire, 

Beasley, Harris, Henney, Ross, Campbell, Robertson, Fender, 

Shonk, Huffman, Boals, Dennis, Shepherd, Chester, Wilmot, 

Deid, Cochran, Loucks, Gibbons, Dennisuse, Frakes, Roser, 

EllioQ, Dobbs, Coppins, Miller, Palmer, Nusbaum. 

Cindy Swegman - Headley, Phipps, Brown, Martin, Bolin, 

Grigsby, Ruby, Martin, Hood, Williams, Boland, Brown, Neal,  

Batchelor, Thomas, Taylor, PrueQ, McHargue. 

Yvonne Gilbreath - Gilbreath, Williams, Robertson, Black, 

JeweQ, Turner, Laws, JoweQ, Sortore, Evans, Mason, RiQer,     

Watson, Suddeth, Sadowski 

WVGS Genealogy Surname List 
Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

On Saturday night a female infant, not more than two 

hours old at the time, was left at the door of Frederick 

M. Jones, on Liberty Avenue.   

The child had not been dressed, but was wrapped in 

an old night gown.  

Pinned to the gown was a note, begging Mr. and Mrs. 

Jones to care for the li=le waif, and promising         

substantial re-reward. 

Source: November 12 1878, Page 4 TH Express 

Baby On The Doorstep ….. 
Contributed by Janice Phillips 

Helping Others 
Contributed by Geraldine BarneQ 

I first met Mike Lewman at one of the Wabash Valley Genealogy 

Society monthly programs shortly after I had joined the society. 

Our local newspaper had recently run an article that noted 

Mikeʹs work with the Hixon cemetery in Mecca and I was      

looking for the Mecca cemetery where my ancestors are buried.  

I asked Mike for directions and then called the owner of the land 

locked cemetery for permission and then still had to be led in by 

her grandchildren, to this remote, forgoQen cemetery. 

The internment record done in 1979 has this notation by Mrs. 

Berenice Richardson; ʺThere are many graves in this cemetery 

with no stones or fallen ones, many sunken graves, very bad 

condition, very inaccessible, back in the woods about a mile, no 

open road to the cemetery. This is suppose to be the first ceme-

tery in Wabash Township and was told 11 soldiers are buried 

here but I could only locate fourʺ.  

In January 2013, I received an e-mail from Erin Green a young 

mother of three who lives in Minnesota. She had seen the post-

ings on Find A Grave locating her great grandfather, Frank 

Green in the Mecca cemetery. She asked directions (from the lost 

one, ha!) as she and her father David Green, from Oregon, were 

planning a visit. 

We met June 8th, as I offered to take them to see the cemetery.  

David proceeded to tell me a story that his father had passed 

onto him, about the death of his grand-father. The incident oc-

curred in Clinton, IN.  David said that his father was 7 years old 

The Overgrown, Neglected Mecca Cemetery 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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and was with his dad standing in 

the street next to a newly con-

tructed building when it col-

lapsed.  

He heard the wall fall as a black 

man running toward him, 

grabbng him up and out of 

harms way. He only saw the rub-

ble with his fatherʹs arm sticking 

out of the bricksʺ. David had 

visited the street corner that morning 

in Clinton where the long ago accident had occurred, telling me 

what it meant for him to be in Indiana. 

We got to the area of the cemetery from my memory of the visit 

two years before. Soon we were going up and down ravines, 

moving fallen trees & limbs, dodging huge ruts in the dirt path, 

crossing a small stream and going through high uncut hayfields. 

 We searched for 45 minutes but were unable to locate it in the 

dense forest. The Greenʹs hadnʹt come all this way not to find 

their grandfatherʹs final resting place. They planned to return 

early the next morning. Davidʹs car, being too low set, would not 

be able to make the ravine climbs and other obstacles, so they 

were going to park it and walk the two miles back.  

Sunday morning, 9:10 am I received a text from Erin, ʺIʹm siQing 

on a tree in the Mecca cemetery.ʺ  They had taken their lunch, 

bug spray and water.   

She played a tune for her great grandfather on her harmonica, 

while they enjoyed the peaceful resting place of their ancestor.  

What a wonderful sense of family and personal achievement for 

them.  

The Green Family 

Air Tragedy in Terre Haute 
Contributed by Clifford Blanchard, Jr. 

Miss Mabel Lewis, 23 years old, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.     

Edward Lewis, 308 South Fifteenth street, fell to her death while 

aQempting a parachute leap from an airplane at the aerial circus 

staged two miles south of the city under the direction of the 

American Legion.  

Once the pilot of the plane, S. L. Holly, realized there was a 

problem with the parachute opening, he started circling the field 

several times hoping the parachute would be released from the 

bag in which it was held.  While the young lady dangled from a 

rope, the pilot reached over the side of the airplane in an 

aQempt to work the parachute free but was unable to. Holly 

began descending the plane in a hope the girl might free herself 

from the rope which bound her to the device and drop to the 

ground without sustaining fatal injuries. Thousand of specta-

tors were paralyzed with terror as they realized they were 

witnessing a losing fight with death.  At 350 feet from the 

ground, the girlʹs struggles tore the parachute bag loose from 

the plane and she was hurled to the earth.  Hundreds of will-

ing hands rushed forward, hoping to catch the girl and break 

the force of her fall but they were unable to avert the tragic 

ending.  

Until last Friday, Miss Lewis had never ridden in an airplane. 

she offered her services to the American Legion for the       

parachute stunt and made a trial flight with Holly and came 

down safely. She was considerably bruised and sore from this 

first air ride but S. L. Holly had promised her $25 for the feat 

and besides the thrill and fame she might earn, she wanted the 

money. Mabel was ready to carry out her part of the circus 

program.  

William Killum, the man Mabel was preparing to marry, was 

the first to reach her side when she hit the earth and he states 

that Mabel opened her eyes and smiled at him, then closed her 

eyes and was unconscious when picked up. Mabel died on the 

way to St. Anthonyʹs hospital.  Before the feat, he had taken 

Mabel out for a ride, seeking to dissuade her from going, 

pointing to their marriage and future happiness, but she was 

determined to go.  

The young woman, however,  seemed to have premonitions 

that her new career would end in disaster. She told her sister, 

Dorothy Wilson, that she feared all would not end well but 

would not break her word.  

Mabel was a graduate of Davis Park School, aQending Wiley 

High two years and was aQending Brownʹs Business College 

at night seeking to obtain a business education.  She was   

employed as an elevator operator at Oster Brothers furniture 

store on Wabash Avenue. Mabel is described as a high spirit-

ed girl, who has always been the life of her crowd. Always 

daring and determined to accomplish just what anyone else 

did, this lively girl was enthused over her flight.  

Rev. B. W. Tyler, of the Central 

Presbyterian Church, of which 

the whole family were mem-

bers, was in charge of the ser-

vice. Her last words, ʺGood 

bye mom, Iʹll see you this even-

ingʺ, can still be heard. She was 

buried in Highland Lawn 

Cemetery. 

Sources: Rockville Library; Wabash Township Cemeteries 
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ʺGenealogy Roadshowʺ Coming to PBS This Fall  

Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 

Another genealogy TV series is coming to PBS. And this one might satisfy those of you looking for 

prime time stories about the ancestors of ordinary Americans (as opposed to the public figures whose 

family trees have been fodder for ʺWho Do You Think You Are?ʺ and ʺFinding Your Roots With     

Henry Louis Gates, Jr.ʺ). 

Genealogy Roadshow, premiering nationally this fall, according to an announcement from PBS and 

Nashville Public Television, will ʺcombine history and science to uncover fascinating stories of diverse 

Americans.ʺ 

ʺAfter participants are chosen, genealogy, history and DNA experts will use family heirlooms, leQers, pictures, historical documents 

and other clues to hunt down more information. These experts will enlist the help of local historians to add color and context to the 

investigations, ensuring every artifact and every name becomes a clue in solving the mystery.ʺ 

The first season will feature participants from four cities: Nashville, Tenn.; Austin, Texas; San Francisco; and Detroit, Michigan. 

Genealogy Roadshow is being produced by Krasnow Productions, and is based on a same-name show in Ireland produced by Big 

Mountain Productions. 

Source: Family Tree Magazine, Genealogy Insider dated May 10, 2013 

Computer CornerComputer CornerComputer CornerComputer Corner    

Some websites for breaking down those brick walls with your 

genealogy research: 

h=p://www.articlesbase.com/genealogy-articles/genealogy-

research-methods-breaking-through-a-brickwall-

5785354.html 

h=p://genealogy.lovetoknow.com/genealogy-research/6-

ways-get-through-genealogy-brick-wall 

 

h=p://www.nypl.org/blog/2011/08/03/genealogy-research-

Price Reduction for Obits at VCPL. 
Contributed by Janice Phillips 

The Vigo County Public Library has reduced the cost of        

requesting obituary photocopies from $10.00 each to $5.00 each, 

prepaid.   

This significant reduction should help people who need several 

obituaries and are unable to visit the library to aQain them.  

Welcome Newest Members to WVGS  

We would like to welcome the newest members of the        

Wabash Valley Genealogy Society and look forward to geQing 

beQer acquainted with each of you.   

One of the easiest ways to meet and get to know other mem-

bers of the society is to volunteer on one of the many com-

miQees, who are always welcoming new members.               

Participation on the commiQees is a win-win for all.  New 

members include: Sandra Cannaday, Diana Igo, Mark Roethel and 

Barbara Stewart. 

NBC had a very successful series in ʺWho Do You Think You 

Are?ʺ but canceled the television programs after three seasons.  

Producers Lisa Kudrow and Dan Bucatinsky have since         

negotiated a deal with TLC Network and have announced the 

premiere date for a new season.   

The U.S. version  of ʺWho Do You Think You Are?ʺ 

returns to television on TLC, starting July 23rd at     

9 PM Eastern, 8 PM Central. Ancestry.com will  

remain as the sponsor. 

“Who Do You Think You Are”  

Returns 
Contributed by Jennifer Cruse 
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The Key to Understanding Family Relationships 

One of the most common issues in genealogy is to understand the relationship between two people in a family. For example, most 

people are familiar with the concept of a sibling (brother or sister) and a cousin, but what exactly is a second cousin twice removed? 

In this article, this question will be answered by providing a method to determine the relationship between any two people in a 

family tree.  

In most cultures, extended family members interact with each other. For example, guests at a wedding are often distant relatives of 

the bride or groom. Similarly, witnesses on a marriage license are also often distant relatives. These are the kinds of records people 

come across when tracing their ancestors. Knowledge of how people are related to each other can provide useful clues when      

looking at such records. 

The easiest way to determine how two people are related to each other is to use what is formally known as a canon law relationship 

chart, but what is more commonly referred to as a Family Tree Relationship Chart. One is shown on the next page. 

The Family Tree Relationship Chart works on the principal of finding the common ancestor between two people. In other words, to 

determine the relationship between any two people in a family tree, it is necessary to know what direct ancestor the two people had 

in common. 

This could be a parent, grandparent, great grandparent, great great grandparent, etc. It has to be the same direct ancestor for both 

people, but the relationship to the direct ancestor does not have to be the same for each person. For example, for one person, the 

common ancestor could be their grandmother, and for another person the same common ancestor could be their great               

grandmother. 

Once the common ancestor has been identified, it is a relatively mechanical exercise to determine the relationship between any two 

people in the same family tree. It is simply a maQer of looking it up on the Family Tree Relationship Chart. 

The first relative is put on the first row of the chart. The second relative is put on the first column of the chart. The point where the 

row and column intersect is the relationship between the two. 

This can be demonstrated with an example.  Suppose Relative A was the great great great grandchild of the common ancestor.  Go 

across the first row until you get to the “3rd Great Grandchild”.  You can see that Relative A is the 6th generation of the common 

ancestor. 

Now suppose Relative B was the great grandchild of the common ancestor. Going down the first column, this would make Relative 

B the 4th generation of the common ancestor. 

The point where the row and column cross determines the relationship between Relative A and Relative B. In this case, the two 

relatives are second cousins twice removed (because it is the point where the 6th column and the 4th row cross). 

It can take a while to get use to this process. However, the advantage is that this methodology can be used to find the relationship 

between any two people in a family tree. With a bit of practice, the process becomes fairly straightforward for even relatively      

convoluted cases. 

To make the process easier, a convenient pdf version of the Family Tree Relationship Chart that you can print out and keep for 

your records is available at: http://www.genealogyintime.com/downloads/Family%20Tree%20Relationship%20Chart.pdf 

Some Caveats 

• The Family Tree Relationship Chart implicitly assumes that there is only one path between any two relatives on a family tree. 

It is possible for people to be related in more than one way. This can occur for example if there is intermarriage within a family 

(common with royal families, for an extreme case of a twisted family tree see the article Inbreeding of Spanish Royalty) or if 

there are multiple marriage points across two unrelated families. 

 

• When looking through old family leQers, diaries and other correspondence, beware of how the term “cousin” is used between 

two people. Often, the word cousin was generously used for anyone in the extended family beyond immediate siblings. For 

example, a second cousin might be referred to simply as “cousin”. Or an aunt and niece might refer to each other as cousins, 

especially if the aunt was close in age to the niece. Or it could simply be a kissing cousin. 

 

•      People referred to as an “aunt” or “uncle” may not be blood relatives or step relatives. They could in fact be godparents or  

         simply just good friends of the parents. Source:  GenealogyInTime internet magazine has graciously allowed use of their materials for this article. 
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